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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To increase the detecting accuracy of a 
remaining amount of paper without employing any detecting 
mechanism having a high accuracy by a method wherein the number 
of printing sheet is counted for a period of time until the paper is 
emptied after detecting a condition that the remaining amount of the 
paper is small while a counted value at a time when the paper is 
emptied is stored. 

SOLUTION: In a printer system, consisting of a laser printer and a 
host device, two zones, storing a first count value, counting the 
number of printing sheet under a condition that the remaining 
amount of paper is small, and a second count value, retaining the 
first count value when a paper feeding tray is emptied, are prepared 
on the NVRAM of a printer controller 3. Upon printing, the existence 
of paper in the paper feeding tray 33 is checked and whether the 
paper exists, the remaining amount of the paper is checked whether 
it is in a condition that the same amount is small or not. When the 
remaining amount of paper is small, the first count value is increased 
and when the paper feeding tray is emptied, it is processed so that 
the first count value is read out and is written into the zone of the 
second count value. 
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